Introduced by Council Members Gaffney and W. Jones: 

RESOLUTION 2008-1113
A RESOLUTION COMMEMORATING THE BRIDGE ON ITS 25TH ANNIVERSARY FOR ITS WORK IN SUPPORTING HEALTHY, PRODUCTIVE YOUTH AND FAMILIES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
Jacksonville is fortunate in having a number of distinguished not-for-profit organizations that are dedicated to the cause of uplifting lives and improving communities throughout the City; and

WHEREAS,
for 25 years, The Bridge has operated programs that create an environment that fosters the development of healthy, productive, self-sufficient youth and families by providing educational, social and health programs to countless young people and families; and

WHEREAS,
founded in 1983 and anchored in Springfield, The Bridge was the brainchild of the Reverend A. Gene Parks, Dr. Doris Carson, Dr. Sam Rowley and Davy Mudd, who, as a result of a Jacksonville Community Council Inc. study on teen pregnancy, felt that there was a need for a comprehensive, multi-service center to provide health care, counseling and after school programs for low income families; and
WHEREAS,
The Bridge’s mission to youth  in the community is multi-faceted and includes mentoring, counseling, employment, case management, academics, recreation, health care and parent involvement; and
WHEREAS,
while Langston Hughes poignantly asked what happens to a dream deferred, The Bridge, its staff and program, cultivate the dreams of countless youth; and
WHEREAS,
the work and success of The Bridge Programs, having served over 2000 youth, ages 6-18 in its 25 years at is main campus and seven satellites, have  been widely recognized with accolades and awards from the Pew Partnership, Bank of America, Blue Cross Blue Shield, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the Weavers and others and it is fitting that we commemorate The Bridge’s 25th Anniversary as it embarks on its new, ambitious endeavors to build an “epicenter” for youth to nurture continued successes that strengthen our community; 
  now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:



Section 1. The City of Jacksonville commemorates and commends The Bridge on the occasion of its 25th Anniversary as an enormously successful beacon for productive, healthy and self-sufficient youth, families and our City, and extends its best wishes for continued success in the years ahead. 





Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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